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Free school meals
Is your child eligible for Free School Meals?

Changes for the 2026 to 2027 academic year.

From the start of the 2026/27 academic year, all children from households in
receipt of Universal credit will be entitled to a free school meal. Moving forward
there will be two benefit-based categories.

e Targeted Free School Meal (TFSM)
This continues to be based on existing thresholds, covering pupils who are in
households in receipt of Universal credit with annual households earning
£7,400 or less.

e Expanded Free School Meals (EFSM)
This is a new category covering pupils who do not qualify for targeted FSM, but
who are in a household receiving Universal Credit.

How to apply:
Either register on the Leicestershire County Council portal using the link below:

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-children/social-care-and-
supporting-families/free-school-meals

Or
Telephone:
Leicestershire County Council Free School Meals
0116 3055417
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